[Flow in pulmonary veins].
Pulmonary venous flow can be evaluated by means of pulsed Doppler echocardiography during a transthoracic or transesophageal echocardiography examination. In most cases a three-peak spectral curve with highest positive wave during ventricular systole, a lower positive wave during ventricular diastole and a small negative wave during the left atrial contraction are recorded. Multiple factors affect the systolic and diastolic components of pulmonary venous flow. Pulmonary venous flow measurement may prove to be an important tool in routine judgment of diastolic left ventricular and atrial function. With regard to clinical importance, the pulmonary venous flow is a useful parameter for left atrial pressure quantification and for differential diagnosis of restrictive cardiomyopathy and constrictive pericarditis.